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Your donations will enable us to continue with 
Our mission, 
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Unpacking the 


Hamas-Israeli Conflict: 


A Concise Analysis’ 


Pe Farshid Delshad 


On October 7, 2023, the Palestinian Sunni Islamist entity Hamas, recognized 
as a U.S.-designated foreign terrorist organization (FTO), executed a series 
of surprise offensives against Israel emanating from the Gaza Strip via land, 
sea, and air. This occurrence, transpiring on a Jewish holiday, marked half 
a century since the Egypt-Syria surprise assault on Israel, a precursor to the 
1973 Yom Kippur War. The magnitude and efficacy of the October 7 assault 
profoundly impacted the Israeli populace. Analytical scrutiny has been 
directed toward purported lapses in intelligence and operational efficacy 
leading to the inability to preempt the assault, prompting examination by 
both Israeli and U.S. authorities. While the Islamic Republic of Iran—along 
with the State of Qatar —are meanwhile nonofficially acknowledged as 
material supporters of Hamas, U.S. assertions have dismissed direct Iranian 
complicity in orchestrating the assault. 


In reaction to the October 7 barbaric attacks, Israel formally declared 
war on Hamas, instigating aerial bombardments and ground operations 
in Gaza. Concurrently, Israel interrupted essential supplies such as 
electricity, food, and fuel from its territory to Gaza in order to mainly-if 
not exclusively—prevent further strengthening and regrouping of Hamas 
for highly predictable further attacks. The United Nations has categorically 
identified the resultant displacement of over 1.9 million Gazans, out 


1- The Congressional Research Service’s report on the Israel and Hamas 2023 Conflict, 
updated as of December 13, 2023, is one of the primary sources utilized in this paper. 
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of a population of approximately 2.1 million, as a grave humanitarian 
crisis. However, as is always the case regarding the evaluation of Israel’s 
position towards Palestinians in the United Nations, this entity was not 
clearly expressive about the fact that the initial aggression was committed 
on behalf of Hamas, which is mainly responsible for this humanitarian 
crisis. The Israeli reaction to this assault has truly to be interpreted as a 
self-defense mechanism and reaction per definition. This circumstance 
exacerbates preexisting dire economic and humanitarian conditions 
in Gaza, a situation now further complicated by impediments to access. 
Efforts by U.S. and U.N. officials aim to augment aid entering Gaza through 
Egyptian channels. 


As of December 12, casualties include over 1,200 Israelis and foreign 
nationals, including 35 U.S. citizens in Israel, and more than 18,200 
Palestinians in Gaza. However, the latter statistics on Palestinian casualties 
are predominantly based on partially dubious resources on behalf of 
reporters whose credibility must be examined, as most of the reporters 
on the ground are local Palestinian reporters. On October 7, Hamas 
and affiliated groups reportedly abducted approximately 240 hostages, 
subsequently leading to negotiations involving Qatar, Egypt, and the 
United States. An agreement emerged, resulting in a multi-day cessation 
of hostilities in late November, during which 110 hostages held in Gaza 
and 250 Palestinian prisoners detained by Israel were released. Presently, 
Hamas and affiliated entities are reported to retain over 130 individuals, 
including around eight Americans. 


Initially outlining military objectives as the annihilation of Hamas’s 
military and governmental infrastructure, Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu disclosed in mid-December that the Israel Defense 
Forces (IDF) have established control over much of northern Gaza, with 
ground operations extending into the southern Gaza city of Khan Yunis. 
The subterranean network of tunnels employed by Hamas introduces 
complexities to urban warfare. The envisaged continuity of ground 
operations into early 2024 underscores a protracted campaign. The Biden 
Administration, acknowledging Israel’s right to self-defense, concurrently 
faces pressures to encourage precision in targeting to minimize civilian 


casualties, amid debates concerning the conflict’s long-term implications. 
Heightened risk exists regarding potential expansion, exemplified by the 
Iran-backed Shia Islamist group Lebanese Hezbollah, capable of creating a 
second front at the Israel-Lebanon border. 


US. policy responses, such as expedited arms deliveries to Israel and 
strategic military maneuvers, convey warnings to Iran and its affiliates 
against involvement. Amidst escalated violence in the West Bank, President 
Biden has called for cessation of attacks by extremist settlers against 
Palestinians, and the Department of State has instituted a visa restriction 
policy targeting individuals undermining peace, security, and stability in 
the West Bank. 


Prime Minister Netanyahu’s assertion of Israel assuming indefinite security 
responsibility for Gaza post-conflict contrasts with US. officials advocating 
for the potential resumption of Palestinian Authority (PA) administration 
in Gaza contingent upon specified reforms. Simultaneously, discussions 
revolve around the feasibility of a transitional Israeli security presence 
facilitating the aforementioned outcome, aligning with broader initiatives 
aimed at steering Israel and the Palestinians away from violence towards a 
two-state solution. 


The evolving dynamics of the Hamas-Israeli conflict, initiated by the 
surprise attacks on October 7, 2023, have engendered a complex web of 
geopolitical, humanitarian, and strategic considerations. The historical 
backdrop, reminiscent of past conflicts, underscores the enduring volatility 
in the region. As the conflict persists, the intricate interplay of military 
actions, diplomatic efforts, and international responses necessitates a 
nuanced understanding of the multifaceted challenges at hand. 


The plight of the civilian population in Gaza, exacerbated by displacement 
and dire humanitarian conditions, underscores the urgent need for effective 
international engagement and humanitarian aid. The intricate negotiations 
involving key regional players and international stakeholders are indicative 
of the delicate balance required to navigate toward a sustainable resolution. 
The protracted nature of the conflict, with ongoing military operations and 
geopolitical considerations, emphasizes the intricate nature of modern 
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warfare, characterized by urban complexities and asymmetric strategies. 
The potential for regional escalation, as evidenced by the involvement of 
groups like Iran-backed Hezbollah, adds an additional layer of complexity 
to an already challenging situation. 


On the diplomatic front, the divergence in perspectives between Israel and 
the international community, particularly the United States, highlights 
the delicate balance between acknowledging Israel’s right to self-defense 
and the imperative to mitigate civilian casualties. The ongoing efforts to 
address the root causes of the conflict, including discussions around a two- 
state solution and the role of the Palestinian Authority, underscore the 
long-term aspirations for stability in the region. 


As the international community grapples with the multifaceted dimensions 
of the Hamas-Israeli conflict, the evolving situation underscores the 
need for nuanced, collaborative, and sustained efforts to address the 
immediate humanitarian crisis, while simultaneously working towards a 
comprehensive and lasting resolution. The outcomes of this conflict will 
undoubtedly reverberate through the region, shaping the geopolitical 
landscape for years to come. 


Papers presented in Rahavard’ s 145’s Issue 


In this English edition of Rahavard winter 2024, a diverse array of scholarly 
contributions is presented, encompassing a rich mosaic of papers across 
various domains within the realm of human sciences. Subsequently, an 
endeavor is undertaken herein to provide readers with a succinct and 
judicious overview of the published articles. It is our aspiration that 
discerning readers, immersed in the myriad disciplines, shall identify 
topics congruent with their proclivities, thereby facilitating an informed 
exploration of their respective spheres of interest and scholarly inquiry. 


Essa Nahari analyses how China's recent mediation between Saudi Arabia 
and Iran signifies a strategic shift in its Middle East policy from a passive 
role to active involvement. Traditionally adopting a “free-riding” approach, 
China is now investing significantly in Saudi cities, notably in the Jazan 
region. The economic relationship in Jazan, strategically positioned along 


the Red Sea, is seen as safeguarding China’s interests and mitigating 
Houthi threats. This growing economic influence played a pivotal role 
in preventing the collapse of Saudi-Iran talks, suggesting a trend toward 
increased collaboration. Despite Saudi Arabia’s commitment to the U.S., 
strained relations and China’s economic presence pose challenges, shaping 
evolving regional dynamics. 


In my own contribution to the present issue of Rahavard I undertook a 
historical journey in Central Asia to rediscover the Jewish heritage in this area. 
Bukharan Jews represent one of the most ancient ethnoreligious communities 
in Central Asia. Their origin is relatively obscure, but it probably dates back to 
the time of the Achaemenid Empire, more precisely from the era after Cyrus II. 
The latter, during the expansion of his empire, indeed conquered Babylonia, 
where a Jewish community lived in captivity. The Jews then spread 
throughout the Persian Empire, including obviously in Central Asia. Since 
then the Bukharan Jews were in an intense sociocultural and economic 
with their host communities and after the Islamization of the region also 
with their Muslim neighbours. In some aspects the Bukharan Jews differ 
from their coreligionists in the Middle East and particularly in Iran. These 
aspects refer predominantly to specific characteristics which apparently 
reflect the degree of sociocultural assimilation of the Bukharan Jews within 
a vast Central Asian ethnographic context. This essay aims to elucidate 
some of the less studied aspects of these minorities and in particular 
that of so-called Crypto-Jews, including way of life, habits, costumes and 
traditions prior and after the annexation to the Tsarist Russia. 


Inflation, coined as “Taxation without Legislation” by Milton Friedman, is 
analyzed by Dr Professor Hassan Mansoor. Inflation, considered a monetary 
phenomenon, results from the disproportionate increase in liquidity 
compared to the national product. The excessive money injected into the 
economy, often to finance budget deficits, leads to a diluted purchasing 
power. Taxes, when legislated and adhering to the Real Bills Doctrine, can 
be non-inflationary sources of budgetary outlays. Inflation creates winners 
and losers, benefiting debtors, especially the government, while eroding 
the value of savings. The article emphasizes the detrimental impact of 
uncontrolled inflation on the economy and population. 


bZOS IJBUIAA- SPT'ON- onssy] Pensuyig preavpyey 


11 


= bz0% JoJUIM- SPT'ON- onss] [ensulig paeaveyey 


Khaled Abu Toameh discusses the disappointment of Hamas and its 
supporters with Arab countries, particularly during the recent conflict in 
the Gaza Strip. It highlights the strained relations between Palestinians and 
some Arab nations, emphasizing the disapproval of Hamas by countries 
like Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Bahrain, Egypt, and Jordan. The author suggests 
that Palestinians should distance themselves from Hamas and collaborate 
with Arab nations recognizing Israel’s legitimacy for a better future. The 
article underscores the growing disillusionment with Iran’s proxies and the 
failure of Arab and Muslim leaders to robustly support Palestinians. 


Hamideh Saberi underscores the historical conflict between secular and 
religious forces regarding women’s identities, sexuality, and labor. Joan 
Wallach Scott’s gender theory emphasizes gender as a socially constructed 
concept, urging historians to analyze its role in shaping social, political, 
and economic systems. Scott advocates for a central position for gender 
in historical analysis to reveal power dynamics and inequalities. The text 
applies this approach to study women’s status in Iran during the Pahlavi 
era, emphasizing the need to consider women’s authentic voices often 
overlooked in traditional narratives. It aligns with feminist historians 
like Gerda Lerner, emphasizing the importance of rewriting history from 
women’s perspectives. 


In adherence to customary practice, the book review section serves as 
a conduit for the exposition of the latest scholarly endeavors within 
the expansive domain of Iranian and Persian studies. This segment 
meticulously scrutinizes and assesses the recently published works, 
affording the academic community an insightful vantage point from which 
to engage with and reflect upon the evolving landscape of research and 
scholarship in this specialized field. 


Farshid Delshad, 


December 16, 2023 


